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How the Digital World Drives Adult Learning



Learning in the wild
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If the legends fall silent who 
will teach the children our ways?

Our schools and universities are our 
elders.

They carry all knowledge and pass it to 
our young people.

This is our system of learning.

The Teaching Rocks are part of this 
school of life.

This is the way spiritual knowledge is 
transferred.



STEEN, Jan

(b. 1626, Leiden, d. 1679, 

Leiden)

The Schoolmaster

1663-65

Oil on canvas, 109 x 81 cm

National Gallery of Ireland, 





The Time of My Life
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Onset of adolescence

• The time between the onset of adolescence, around thirteen years of 
age, and the emergence of a stable core identity has extended by 
many years. 

• The process is troubled and complicated by the fluidity and 
possibilities of modern life.



Youth identity 

• Peer relationships

• Partner finding

• Channel hopping/fluidity

• Expectation of ease

• Strange situations



Adult learners



Malcolm Knowles

• 1913 – 1997

• The Modern Practice of Adult 
Education (1970) 

• The Adult Learner (1973)

• Self Directed Learning (1975)



Androgogy

1.Self-concept: As a person matures - self concept moves from one 
of being a dependent personality toward one of being a self-
directed human being

2.Experience: As a person matures – he/she accumulates a 
growing reservoir of experience that becomes an increasing 
resource for learning.

3.Readiness to learn. As a person matures his/her readiness to 
learn becomes oriented increasingly to the developmental tasks 
of social roles (e.g. professional, parent, grand-parent, supporter)

4.Orientation to learning. As a person matures his/her time 
perspective changes from one of postponed application of 
knowledge to immediacy of application, and accordingly his/her 
orientation toward learning shifts from one of subject-
centeredness to one of problem centeredness.

5.Motivation to learn: As a person matures the motivation to learn 
is internal 



Adults have their own motivations for learning.  Learners build on their 
existing knowledge and experience.  They fit learning into their own 
purposes and become engaged in it.  People’s purposes for learning are 
related to their real lives and the practices and roles they engage in 
outside the classroom

Tusting and Barton (2003)

• Another way of putting this is that adults learn what they want to 
learn and what they perceive as useful to them.



Learning &
Identity

A Model of 
Me

A Model of 
How the 

World Works

A Model of 
Learning and 
Participation



Life Biography

We are the 

stories we tell



Tom and Mary



The Digital World



Tasmania



Sailing to Byzantium

WB Yeats

THAT is no country for old men. The young

In one another's arms, birds in the trees

- Those dying generations - at their song,

The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seas,

Fish, flesh, or fowl, commend all summer long

Whatever is begotten, born, and dies.

Caught in that sensual music all neglect

Monuments of unageing intellect.

Participation and Alienation
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Learning Professionals/Teachers 



Teaching adults 

• building knowledge 
• developing skills 
• nurturing inquiry 
• through inclusive practice

to allow our students to participate and take in the world



Building Knowledge

Names Connections/concepts Classification

People & places

Dates

Force = Mass by Acceleration

Joe is a good source of 

information and support

MACs are not the same as 

PCs

Digital cameras on phones 

and iPads

Expansion �



Developing Skills

Driving a car Language Web browsing

Gear changes

Controlling

Vocabulary

Grammar

Keyboard skills

Navigation

Practice

FeedbackReflection

Contraction �



Nurture Inquiry through inclusive practice

Activities, problem solving, creativity, expressive voice, self-

direction

Ask

Investigate

CreateShare

Reflect



Learning and Technology - Progression

E-learning 

• Traditional learning model

• Passive student

• Learning objects/resources

Technology 
Enhanced Learning

• Teaching technologies

• Blended learning

• 'Live' teaching

Technology 
Empowered 

Learning

• Supports teaching 

Learner support & development

• Social learning spaces

• Flipped classrooms


