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Case Study - Using Video Making to learn Finnish as a Second 

Language 

Target Group 

Finnish as a Second Language students (CEFR A1.1 - B1.1) 

Objectives 

 To improve language, digital and social skills. 

 To improve self-assessment skills 

Overview 

A group of 20 adult immigrant students participated in this case study. The students 

were from 10 different countries (Brazil, Albania, Thailand, Kosovo, Romania, Iraq, 

Nepal, Russia, Estonia and India). Students were studying Finnish as a second 

language as part of their integration training. 

Students and teachers made videos using their smartphones/iPads/tablets to share 

their learning experiences in an exciting and efficient way. Second language 

instructors gave students oral tasks outside the classroom and students documented 

them by making video clips. Furthermore, students used videos as a tool for self-

assessment when practising the pronunciation of difficult vowels such as ä, ö, y. 

Preparation 

 Prepare the learning tasks and provide the students with technical 

information on video making. 

  Videos can be saved in Google Drive.  

 Students can be given different kind of roles in the video making process. In a 

group, for example one student could be in charge of the video editing.  

 Select a video editing tool (iMovies is an apple video making application which 

allows you to upload and edit your video clips and pictures). 
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Activities 

Examples of oral tasks  

 Family - Students are asked to make a slideshow or a video of their family. They 
give a presentation in the language which they are learning.  
 

 National Cuisine – Each student selects one of their favourite dishes from their 
own country. The student makes a video to present how the dish is prepared 
and comments on the recipe and the occasion this food is usually eaten. 
 

 Pronunciation - Video making is one way of learning difficult sounds and 
pronouncing them properly. Students can film themselves while practising 
pronunciation and videos work as a self-assessment tool. 
 

 Home – Students are asked to film or photograph their home, neighborhood or 
hometown. For example: the outside of the building; what kind of building it is, 
what the neighborhood looks like, what kind of home they have; what furniture 
they have, how many rooms, etc. 

 

Conclusion 

As a result of participating in this case study, students learned to make and edit videos 
using various camera and video editing apps on their phones. They also learned how 
to use video as a self-assessment tool.  
 
Since videos are more interactive and allow the students to share more information, 
students remain motivated in their language studies. Watching the videos together in 
class not only helps students learn the language, but also improves their digital skills, 
self-assessment skills and the quality of their future video productions.  
 
Not all students are enthusiastic about role-playing and being filmed; some may 
choose more technical roles. However, they may become more enthusiastic during the 
process after seeing other students improving their speaking skills on videos.  
 
For them, the important thing is that this special bonding within the group makes them 
stronger, more united, more socially aware and motivated despite having to deal with 
possibly difficult circumstances in their life.  
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References 

In order to make a good videos, proper video making guidelines must be followed 

such as lighting, music, distance, sound, technical issues, number of people, variety. 

Further information for making videos can be found on the internet for example: 

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/10-simple-tips-to-record-great-looking-home-

videos/.   

If you don´t yet know what iMovies is, here is the iMovies link for you: 

http://www.apple.com/imovie/ 
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